
CLARKSTON FARM & GARDEN CLUB BOWS 

 

Things you need to know: 

 You may make 11 small bows out of a 25 foot roll of ribbon. 

 A small bow takes a total of 75 inches of ribbon 

 The Bow has three parts: 

o One piece measuring 42 inches.  This makes up the 4 side loops and 

the “top tail”.  This piece needs to be cut on the diagonal on one 

end.  The other end is cut straight. 

o One piece measuring 26 inches.  This piece will be cut on the 

diagonal on BOTH ENDS, and will be folded in half so it becomes the 

“Bottom tails.” 

o One piece measuring 7 inches.  This will be the “nose” of the bow, 

or center loop.  Both ends are cut straight.  Before you add this loop, 

you will need to staple it at 2 spots where the ends come together. 

o Red chenille pipe cleaner or florist wire 

 DIRECTIONS: 

When constructing the bow, start with the 42 inch piece of ribbon.  Start at the 

end that is cut straight.  Gather the ribbon about 1 inch from the straight edge, 

then measure 8 ½ inches and gather the ribbon again.  Fold the part between 

the gathers to form a side loop.  Form the other 3 side loops.  You will be left 

with approximately a four inch section ending in a diagonal cut.  This is your 

“top tail”.  It should stick up between the sets of side loops.  Staple (twice) the 

“nose” loop.  Position it between the side loops.  Fold in half and gather (at the 

fold) the piece that is the “bottom tails”.  Position it under the ”nose” loop.  

(Picture a nose and a moustache).  Insert the pipe cleaner/florist wire through 

the “nose” loop and use it to cluster together all the parts of the bow.  Twist it a 

couple times so it holds everything together securely.  You could also use florist 

wire. 

 



 

 


